SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 31 DECEMBER 2006

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National Body for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 CAT in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.  This broadcast can also be heard on Echolink by connecting to ZS6FCS or to www.zs6mrk.org and following the indicated links.  This, and previous bulletins, can be downloaded from the web site of the SARL i.e. www.sarl.org.za.  You can also read or download previous bulletins from there and subscribe to receive future bulletins by email.

This transmission is by Hans, ZS6KR, on 145,725 and 7,066 MHz from Pretoria with a relays on 3,695 and 14,235 MHz as well as 438,825 MHz in the Pretoria area.  (Other newsreaders please change to suit).

SILENT KEYS

It is with deep regret that the Council of the SARL announces the passing of five radio amateurs during the past week.

John Hugo, ZS2J, aged 76, passed away in Bathurst.  Besides being an active radio amateur, John was also an accomplished painter and president of the Port Alfred Art Club.

Keith Fenton, ZS1YC, aged 70 passed away on 24 December 2006 in Mossel Bay.  He leaves his wife Susan, a son and daughter.

Andrew Bryson, ZS2OM, aged 81 passed away in East London.

Bert Belling, ZS5AO, aged 92, passed away in Durban.  He leaves his wife and family.

Dewald Voight, ZS1FRD, aged 25, an engineer and scientist, died in a skidoo accident on Friday 22 December 2006, shortly after arriving at the SA Antarctic station, SANAE.

We extend our deepest sympathy and condolences to the families and friends of the deceased.

(PAUSE)

In the news today:

SARL NEWS TAKES A LOOK AT 2007 EVENTS

THE MOST OUTSTANDING AMATEUR RADIO EVENT DURING 2006

CQIR - IRELAND CALLING

You are listening to ZS6SRL.  Stay tuned for more detail on these and other important and interesting news items.

SARL NEWS TAKES A LOOK AT 2007 EVENTS

With only one day a way from 2007, SARL News takes a look what the SARL has in store for the new year.

The AGM is a major event.  It will be held on 14 April 2007 at the National Amateur Radio Centre in Gauteng.  There are a number of interesting items for discussion on the agenda.  Details will be published in the AGM booklet, which will be available towards the end of February.

Close on the heels of the AGM is the Radio Technology in Action programme which kicks off in Durban on 21 April.

The opening plenary will feature Tony Voorvel, ZS6CCD, with a lecture and demonstration entitled "The crown of cups".  The year 2000 was the commemoration of the bicentenary of the invention of the battery by the Italian physicist Alessandro Volta.  On 20 March 1800, in a letter to Sir Joseph Banks, President of the Royal Institution in London, Volta announced the invention of what he called his "Voltaic Pile."  This early invention of Volta's and the subsequent evolution of various types of batteries throughout the 19th century has made possible the technological advances one has taken for granted throughout the 20th century.  Tony's lecture will be well demonstrated with various experiments of the time.

In the second plenary session Dr Lee-Anne McKinnell, ZS2LAW, of the Space Physics Group, Hermanus Magnetic Observatory, will deliver a paper on "Research in ionospheric radio propagation".

The Hermanus Magnetic Observatory (HMO) has an active ionospheric research group who plays an important role in modelling the behaviour of the ionosphere for the purposes of HF radio propagation.  HMO also manages the South African Ionospheric Data Centre where data from the SA ionosonde network is collected and quality controlled.  2007 promises to be an exciting year for SA ionospheric research, with an extension to the ionosonde network planned as well as the implementation of a regional warning centre for Space Weather in Africa.  This presentation will focus on a review of the available ionospheric resources, the techniques used for modelling the ionosphere and the implications that this has for the prediction of HF propagation conditions in the future.

The third plenary will be a discussion by Dr Gert-Jan van Rooyen of the University of Stellenbosch.  He will talk about Cognitive Radio, an emerging technology that may make more intelligent use of the available radio spectrum.  Almost all radios today are passively operated in a certain mode, in a certain band, at a certain signal strength, and must be actively adjusted by an operator in order to change how it communicates.  With the advent of software-defined radio (SDR) it becomes possible for radios to actively control their own communications parameters.  Imagine, for example, a radio that takes cognisance of quiet channels and received signal strength, in order to automatically renegotiate the best band, mode and power level with a remote station.

For the younger generation there will be a hand-on satellite session introducing Cricket Sat, a small satellite payload that will be launched on a blimp.  The session will include a presentation on Sumbandila Sat.

Watch www.sarl.org.za from mid January for regular updates on the RTA.  In the interim, make a note of the dates on which the RTA comes to your area.  KZN 21 April, Eastern Cape 19 May, Western Cape 2 June, Free State 21 July and Gauteng 18 August.

If you have an interesting experience, you would like to share with fellow radio amateurs and electronic enthusiasts, drop a mail to armi@sarl.org.za  for possible inclusion of your presentation in the programme for your area.

WHAT WAS THE MOST OUTSTANDING AMATEUR RADIO EVENT DURING 2006 FOR YOU?

Amateur Radio has such a variety of opportunities that there is something for every person to enjoy.  What was the most outstanding event or activity that touched you during 2006?  Send a few lines to armi@sarl.org.za.  Your contribution will go into the draw for a brand new book on "Shortwave DX" by DL2VR, published in English by the DARC, and donated to SARL NEWS by the SA Amateur Radio Development Trust.  The draw will take place on 12 January so do not delay sending in your comments.

CQIR - IRELAND CALLING

In 2007, the Irish Radio Transmitters Society celebrates the 75th anniversary of its founding in 1932.  As part of the jubilee celebrations, the Society is organising an International Radio Contest, "CQIR - Ireland Calling."  For this event, references to Ireland mean the island of Ireland and it's offshore islands - both EI and GI.  CQIR is a once-off event with a difference - the difference being that we overseas entrants with 75 or more QSOs have the opportunity to win a trip to Ireland!  Full rules and county codes on www.irts.ie.

CONTEST NEWS

The annual Hunting Lions in the Air contest will take place over the weekend of 13 and 14 January 2007.  The contest starts at 00:00 UTC and ends 48 hours later with phone and CW activity on 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 metres.  Echolink activity is also allowed.  The objective of this contest is to create and foster a spirit of international understanding and cooperation among radio amateurs and Lions through worldwide radio communication.  The contest is to commemorate the birthday of the founder of Lionism, Melvin Jones, born at Ft. Thomas, Arizona USA on 13 January 1879.

The contest is open to all appropriately licensed radio amateurs and Short Wave Listeners (SWLs) as follows:
Class 1 contestants are radio amateurs having no Lionistic affiliation.
Class 2 contestants are radio amateurs operating on behalf of a Lions, Lioness or Leo Club.  A radio amateur in Class 2 may or may not be a member of the Lions Club for which he/she is operating.  Stations in Class 2 shall sign "Lion" and be reflected in log sheets as /L.

The following categories are permitted in each class: A single operator, all bands, single transmitter, B        multi operator, all bands, single transmitter or C short wave listener (SWL).

CLUB NEWS

The Magalies Radio Amateur Club is hosting a flea market on 27 January 2007 at their clubhouse on the corner of Breyer Avenue and Mill str, Waverley, Pretoria.  Business will start at 09:00.  If you are a seller and you do not have your own table please contact Nico, ZR6AFJ, by email to ndtoitn@telkomsa.net or at 082 772 2556.  Costs are R20 per table and R20 per boot.  If you bring your own table/s you also pay R20 per table.

For more directions to the clubhouse, please visit www.zs6mrk.org.

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that solar activity is expected to range from very low-to-low levels.  The geomagnetic field is expected to range from quiet to minor storm levels on 2 until 4 January.  The expected Effective Sun Spot number for the coming week will be less than 15.

20 m and 40 m will provide best opportunities for DX.  There is a possibility of 20 m openings towards the East from about 07:00 CAT and again at 14:00.  From about 18:00, 20 m may open briefly towards Europe.  From 18:00, 15, 20 and 80 m may open to the USA.  For the CW and digital enthusiasts, it may also be worth monitoring 10 MHz.

Please visit www.spaceweather.co.za for further information.

DIARY OF EVENTS

08 January 2007 - NARC opens;
13/14 January 2007 - Hunting Lions in the Air;
19/21 January 2007 - PEARS National VHF/UHF Contest;
27 January 2007 - Magalies Flea market;
3 February 2007 - ERB Flea market;
16 February 2007 - Closing date for submission of entries for Tinus Lange 7066 Technical Excellence Awards;
1 March 2007 - ZU license exams;
14 April 2007 - SARL AGM.

The Council of the SARL and the SARL News team wish all listeners a happy and prosperous new year.  Thank you to the various relay stations for their support over the past year.  We trust that we may enjoy their support for many years to come.

SARL News depends on clubs and individuals for news items of importance and interest to radio amateurs.  The one and only way to ensure that your contribution will reach the SARL News team, is to place it in www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It will be appreciated if you will do it in both Afrikaans and English.

The SARL also invites all listeners to listen to the program Amateur Radio Mirror International this Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT on 145,750 MHz in the Pretoria area with relays on 7 082, 7 205 and 17 695 kHz.  Audio is also streamed on www.zs6mrk.org and on Echolink from ZS6FCS as for this bulletin.  A repeat transmission takes place on Mondays at 21:00 on 3 215 kHz.  Telkom and Sentech sponsor the ARMI transmissions on the non-amateur frequencies.

You have been listening to a news bulletin by the South African Radio League, which was compiled by Dennis, ZS4BS/2.

A prosperous week to all, 73.

/EX